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7.4 Murray Darling Association Membership 
REPORT BY THE DIRECTOR COMMUNITY  
TO 17 MARCH 2021 ORDINARY MEETING 
GOV400088, F0710037 

    
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That Council: 
 
1. receive the report by the Director Community on the Murray Darling Association 

Membership ; 

2. authorise the Mayor and General Manager to join the Murray Darling Association 
for 2020/21 and 2021/22; 

3. amend the 2020/21 budget and 2021/22 budget allocating $7,000 (ex GST) each 
year from unrestricted cash for membership fees for the Murray Darling 
Association; and 

4. nominate Councillors ___________ and _____________ as delegates to the 
Murray Darling Association. 

 
Executive summary 
Murray Darling Association Inc. (MDA) has forwarded their quote for membership for the 2020/21 
financial year. This report provides information about the current goals of the MDA, ensures a 
close alignment to Council’s Community Plan and confirms Council and the community benefit 
from its membership. 

Disclosure of Interest 
Nil 
 
Detailed report 
The MDA’s purpose is to provide effective representation of local government and communities at 
state and federal level in the management of Basin resources by providing information, facilitating 
debate and seeking to influence government policy.  
 
The MDA’s organisational objectives are to:  

• advocate on behalf of Basin communities  
• use local knowledge and expertise to fully understand regional issues  
• act as a two-way conduit for information and discussion between our communities and 

governments  
• encourage and facilitate debate about the things that matter for the Basin’s future  
• explore options to achieve sound solutions to regional issues  
• test information to ensure a sound base for those options  
• be an educational resource for the Basin.  

 
The MDA’s functions align with Council’s Community Plan outcomes, goals and strategies. 
Membership with the MDA will provide a benefit to the Mid-Western community at large. 
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Two Councillors can be nominated as MWRC representatives. 
 
Community Plan implications 
Theme Good Governance 
Goal Strong civic leadership 
Strategy Provide strong representation for the community at Regional, State and Federal levels 
 
Strategic implications 
Council Strategies 
Community Strategic Plan 
 
Council Policies 
Provision of Expenses and Facilities to Councillors  
 
Legislation 
Not applicable 
 
Financial implications 
Membership of Murray Darling Association for 2020/2021 is $6,681.64 (ex GST) 
 
The attendance by Councillors at these external committees and other organisations may incur a 
travel cost to Council, provision for which is included in the budget and is subject to the relevant 
policy. 
 
 
Associated Risks 
Nil. 
 
 

SIMON JONES 
DIRECTOR COMMUNITY 
 

 

  

4 March 2021 
 
Attachments: 1. Invitation to renew membership - Murray Darling Association.   

2. Quote - Murray Darling Association Membership.   
3. Fact Sheet - Murray Darling Association.   
4. MDA Membership Policy.    

 
 
APPROVED FOR SUBMISSION: 
 
BRAD CAM 
GENERAL MANAGER 
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